
 

Visions of the Apocalypse: The Ends are Nigh. 

REL 4923 

 

 
 

 
Instructor: Dr. Glen J. Fairen 

 Office: SSH 261 

Office phone: 405-744-9236 

Office Hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:00 

E-Mail: glen.j.fairen@okstate.edu 

Class Time:  

Class Location:  

 

Course Description:  

 

Derived from the Greek word apokalypsis, meaning “uncovering” or “revelation,” the 

contemporary English usage of “Apocalypse” has become synonymous with various 

cataclysmic and “end of the world” scenarios. From ancient scribal writings like the Book of 

Revelation or various Dead Sea Scrolls, their modern religious interpretations (such as the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses or other Christian dispensationalists), scientific “apocalyptic” narratives 

such as climate change, and the idea of “apocalypse” in popular representations (such as the 

zombie apocalypse, or post-apocalyptic narrations), the idea that the “End is Nigh” has been a 

sporadic feature of western discourse, provoking a variety of responses depending on time, 

place and position of those who promote and receive them. By looking at various “apocalyptic” 

ideas from a range of materials, this class will contrast and compare what “the end” has meant, 

and does still mean, in a variety of contexts and to a variety of people.  



 

 

Course Objectives and Expected Learning Outcomes:  

 

By the end of the course, students will be able to; 

1) Identify the generic and thematic elements of formal apocalyptic literature. 

2) Examine “apocalyptic” themes or the “apocalyptic imagination” throughout history. 

3) Identify the ideological/political applications of these narratives. 

4) And beyond the truth, fiction, or rhetoric of such claims, be able to engage with the    

material in a scholarly manner. 

 

Required Text Book:  None. I will provide the majority of material via various “Reading 

Packets” available on canvas. Bibliographic information for scholarly works in these packets 

can be found below in the footnotes. The few works of fiction listed in the reading packets 

(King, Brooks, and Shute) will be placed on reserve at the library. 

 

Assignment Notes: 

Pop Quizzes: There will be eight (8) in-class pop quizzes throughout the semester. Each 

is worth 2.5% for a total of 20% of your final grade (8 x 2.5%=20%).  These quizzes will 

primarily be based on the readings assigned up to the date of the quiz.  

Also, the idea of the pop quizzes is to—pardon the pun—pop them on you. This is 

essentially a way to gauge your participation/attendance. So if you miss a quiz there will be no 

mechanism to make them up unless there are extenuating circumstances. Please talk to me.  

Midterm Exam: The midterm examination will be based on your readings and lectures 

from the beginning of the course up to the midterm. It will include definition and short answer 

style questions and is worth 20% of your final grade. The Midterm will be held on March 1. 

 

Written Assignment: See paper instructions at the bottom of the syllabus. This 

assignment will be worth 40% of your final grade. The paper involves 2 components: an 

outline/draft of your paper in which I will give you feedback (worth 10%) and the actual final 

paper (worth 30%). The paper draft is on April 8 (but can be handed in earlier) with the final 

paper handed in by May 2.  The outline/draft will need to be 2-3 pages long, with a clear thesis 

statement/introduction, 2-3 points that are the “body” of the paper (which is generally the 

argument that you will muster), and finally a conclusion. Your outline needs to also include a 

short annotated bibliography of 2-3 of your sources that you will be using in your paper. An 

annotated bibliography basically means providing a properly cited source (MLA, APA, 

Chicago, SBL, etc.) and a short two to three line summary of the source and why it is relevant 

for you paper. These are sources that you have found yourself (not provided by me) and are 

“peer” reviewed. If you are unsure of what this means, please see the following links to get you 

started.  

https://www.lib.sfu.ca/find/journals-articles/what-peer-reviewed-journal or 

https://library.okstate.edu/search-and-find/articles 

 

Each paper must be at least eight (8) pages but no more than ten (10), double-spaced. This does 

not include a bibliography. I have uploaded on canvas a folder with examples of good and poor 

https://www.lib.sfu.ca/find/journals-articles/what-peer-reviewed-journal
https://library.okstate.edu/search-and-find/articles


 

papers, do’s and don’ts when writing, guides for finding peer reviewed sources, and a various 

other helpful materials (such as the SBL style guide).  

Final Exam: The final exam will have the same form as the midterm but will be based 

on the readings assigned in the second half of the semester (i.e., the readings assigned after the 

midterm). The Final exam will be worth 20% of your final grade. The Final is May 9th from 

10:00 AM-11:50 AM.  The following schedule/outline is tentative, but please do the assigned 

readings BEFORE the topic in question is covered in class. So for example, please read 

“Reading Pack 2” BEFORE we begin our section on “Jewish and Christian Apocalypses.” 

Also 

 

 
1 Smith, J. Z “Wisdom and Apocalyptic.” In Visionaries and their Apocalypses ed. P Hanson (IRT4; Philadelphia, 

1983) 101-20.  
2 Smith, J.Z. “Here, There, and Everywhere.” In Relating Religions: Essays in the Study of Religion. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2004, 323-39.   

DATE TOPIC READING DUE 

Jan 17-20 Introduction: Apocalypses-Past, 

Present and the Future. 

 

  

Jan 23-Feb 1 Ancient Apocalypse: Who were 

the ancient authors? The scribal 

class of the Ancient Near and 

Middle East and the Sacred King 

J.Z. Smith (1983 [1975])1 

 

 

 Feb 2-14 “Jewish” & “Christian” 

Apocalypses. 

 

 

Reading Packet 1 

Daniel 7-12 

4 Ezra (2 Esdras 3-14) 

Selected readings from The Dead Sea 

Scrolls: Charter of a Jewish Sectarian 

Association, Charter for Israel in the 

Last Days, Priestly Blessings for the 

Last Days, and The War Scroll. 

The Book of Revelation 

 

Feb 17-March 1 “Pagan” and “Gnostic” 

Apocalypses 

Reading Packet 2 

Asclepius “Apocalypse” (24-26) 

Potter’s Oracle. 

4th Sibylline Oracle 

JZ Smith (2004)2 

The Apocryphon of John (Short 

Version), On the Origin of the World, 

and the Reality of the Rulers. 

Midterm 

March 1 

March 2-10 Interlude: The Matrix 

Who’s apocalypse?  

The Matrix (Film, 1999) 

 

 



 

 

Policy for Late Assignments: 

 

 
3 Marsden, George M. Fundamentalism and American Culture (Third Edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2022.  
4 Marsden, 2022. 
5 Lahr, Angela M. Millennial Dreams and Apocalyptic Nightmares: The Cold War Origins of Political 

Evangelicalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
6 Doherty, T. J., & Clayton, S. (2011). “The psychological impacts of global climate change.” American 

Psychologist, 66(4), 265–276. 

March 20-28 Modern Interpretations of ancient 

worry: Christian Evangelical, 

Dispensational Premillennialism/ John 

Nelson Darby, and the Sioux Ghost 

Dance. 

Reading Packet 3 

https://www.jw.org/en/library/

magazines/?contentLanguageFi

lter=en&pubFilter=&yearFilter

= 

http://www.ghostdance.us/histo

ry/history.html 

Marsden “Chap 1-14”3 

 

 

March 29-April 7 Apocalypticism from WW1, WW2, and 

the Cold War 

Reading Packet 4 

Marsden “Chap 15-21.”4 

“On the Beach” by Nevil Shute  

Lahr “Prologue, Chap 1&2.”5 

The Late Great Planet Earth 

(Film, 1979) 

 

April 8-19 Secular Apocalypses: The 

Environmental Crisis, Climate change, 

Asteroid Impacts, and Covid-19 

Reading Packet 5 

Doherty-Clayton6 

https://www.un.org/en/climatec

hange# 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=F5h6ynoq8uM&t=61s 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=KAJsdgTPJpU 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=rzDbe-eVU34  

Contagion (Film, 2011) 

 

Paper Outline  

Due April 8: 

But sooner is 

better. 

April 20-May 5 (Post) Apocalyptic narratives in  

Science Fiction & Fantasy: Zombie, 

Monsters, Aliens 

“World War Z” by Max Brooks 

or “The Mist” by Stephen King. 

Cabin in the Woods (Film, 

2012) 

Avengers: Infinity War & 

Endgame (Films, 2018 & 2019) 

Paper Due: 

May 2 

 

 

Final: May 9 

10:00-11:50 

https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/?contentLanguageFilter=en&pubFilter=&yearFilter=
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/?contentLanguageFilter=en&pubFilter=&yearFilter=
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/?contentLanguageFilter=en&pubFilter=&yearFilter=
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/?contentLanguageFilter=en&pubFilter=&yearFilter=
http://www.ghostdance.us/history/history.html
http://www.ghostdance.us/history/history.html
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5h6ynoq8uM&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5h6ynoq8uM&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAJsdgTPJpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAJsdgTPJpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzDbe-eVU34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzDbe-eVU34


 

Students who consult with me in advance regarding expected issues preventing the 

timely completion of an assignment may, at my discretion, be granted an extension. 

Otherwise, assignments may be handed in one class-day after the stated deadline without 

penalty, with a 10%-per-class-day penalty assessed for each subsequent class-day of 

lateness. 

 

Paper Guide: 

 

Please follow these directions to the letter for your final submission. These are not difficult 

to do, but deviations will unfortunately cost you. Keep in mind there will be NO 

EXCEPTIONS to these requirements. Your term paper will need to be: 

1) Typed with a 12 pt. Times New Roman font. 

2) Double spaced with 1 inch (or 2.5 cm) margins all the way around. Please use APA, MLA 

or Chicago style for your paper (including all in-text citations, foot or end notes, and 

bibliography). I do not care which one but just be consistent. When all else fails check the 

SBL style sheet provided. 

3) Each paper must be at least eight (8) pages but no more than ten (10). This does not 

include a bibliography and the title page. 

4) Bibliography. You will need a minimum of 6 “peer reviewed” or “academic” sources 

beyond the provided readings (which you can nonetheless use). So stuff you find in the 

library. And I mean not just “found” in Google Scholar...that doesn’t count. Or Wikipedia.  

You have to go to, or use the resources of, the library. Don’t worry...it’s nice there. It is 

where the books live. Finally, 6 is only the minimum. You can certainly can and should go 

over that. 

 

I usually get folks asking if this is an “opinion” or a “research / facts-based” paper. The 

thing is, it is neither. While I certainly want your opinion, I want your opinion as it has been 

formed through the lens of our textbooks, and/or by researching what others have said about a 

given topic. So what does this mean? Well, I DON’T want a list or a précis of what other folks 

have said with none of your own analysis. On the other hand I also DO NOT want you to just 

say something like “I feel that religion is bad / good / evil / stupid because that is how I feel or 

that is what I believe or what I was taught by my church / temple / mosque / synagogue / druid 

grove.” 

 

Sigh. Don’t do that.  

 

While opinions are required, one also needs evidence in a university. Personal beliefs or 

gut feelings just cannot be cited or footnoted. This is particularly true of claiming “facts” that 

are simply positions of religious belief (which for some might seem weird since this is a 

religious studies class). While one can argue from a religious POV, simply stating something 

like “such and such is bad cause God(s) says so” has no place in this kind of class. So...what I 

want (and what any university prof wants, really) is your idea / opinion, but based around or 

grounded in the work of others which is then employed to provide analysis of a given topic or 



 

question. 

 

As for topics for the paper…the thing is, given the broad nature of the class it is kind of 

hard to assign a topic or even a list of topics. And to be frank if you are going to write a paper 

it is always better to pick something you want to write as opposed to what you have to write.  

 

Also, please…PLEASE…PLEASE read the full paper guidelines I have put up on canvas. 

 


